Intralesional herpesvirus, reovirus-like particles, and bacteria in a flock of broiler chicks with spiking mortality, diarrhea, and enterotyphlitis.
The search for a solitary cause of spiking mortality (so-called spiking mortality syndrome) among broiler chicks has been thwarted by the fact that multiple agents cause similar mortality histograms. In the present case report, we describe intralesional herpesvirus, reovirus-like virus particles, and bacteria in small and large intestines from chicks with a spiking mortality histogram, diarrhea, and enterotyphlitis. We attributed the spiking mortality histogram to starvation coupled with diarrhea.